


Prelude: The K Foundation Burn A Million Pounds

“Where do you get your ideas from?”
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@r4isstatichttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:The_K-Foundation_Burn_a_Million_Quid.jpg
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 Part One: Designing Webs

“In order for true alchemy to operate, an Alchemist 
must fully understand the structure of matter.”

@r4isstatic



@r4isstatic



“This site aims to ensure that every TV & Radio programme 
the BBC broadcasts has a permanent, findable web presence.”
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A story is a Web - but different parts of this Web can be revealed to the audience at different 
times.
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Bust of Aristotle, National Museum of Rome, taken by Giovanni Dall’Orto, March 2005 @r4isstatic



“Plot is a web of events that make 
each other likely or necessary.”
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“Stories are systems of information management.”

Jason Mittell, Complex TV: 
The Poetics of Contemporary Television Storytelling
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 Part Two: Into the Woods

“Don't flatter yourself into thinking you can 
divine my motives or my actions. 

You are a mouse in a maze.” 

Malcolm Tucker
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This is not your mother’s 
interactive narrative.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/nathanpenlington/8057367934
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 Part Three: A Creative Practice

“An Alchemist must have a medium for any form of alchemy to succeed.”
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 Scott McCloud - Understanding Comics

@r4isstatic



1. Content 

2. Form 

3. Idiom 

4. Structure 

5. Craft 

6. Surface

@r4isstatic



1. Content 

2. Form 

3. Idiom 

4. Structure 

5. Craft 

6. Surface
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  http://www.flickr.com/photos/infovore/8205457593 @r4isstatic
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“To invent a product, we need to design, and to design, 
we need to explore the material. It’s as simple as that."

Tom Armitage
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/jamjar/6257197342 @r4isstatic
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“...every web page and every essay, and every line 
of text written or quoted therein, is a link to 

other words, thoughts and ideas."
James Bridle
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 The Material is the Web 
 The Form is the Network
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 I am a Web Designer. 
 I design Webs.
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 Part Four: The Internet of Fictional Things

“Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic.”
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“What's happening now is that the web of data wants to 
escape the screen, it wants to materialise into the real world, 

it wants to get physical, become objects.”
Russell Davies
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Magic is the process by which ideas leave Ideaspace, 
and manifest themselves in the physical world.
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 Part Five: Practical Alchemy for Beginners
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The Laws of Alchemy

• An Alchemist must have a medium for any form of 
alchemy to succeed.
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The Laws of Alchemy

• In order for true alchemy to operate, an Alchemist must 
fully understand the structure of matter.  He/she must 
possess the “sight” (the ability to not see an object as a 
whole, but as a structure constructed of trillions upon 
trillions of atoms).
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A story is a Web - but different parts of this Web can be revealed to the audience at different 
times.
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“As above, so below…”



The symbol of an object is equivalent to the object itself



“An image of an Angel is an Angel itself…”



"What if our thoughts could think for themselves? 

What if our dreams no longer needed us? 

When these things occur and are held to be true, 
the time will be upon us. 

The time of Angels.”



Designing Webs: 
IA as a Creative Practice

• Think Webs, not just Websites. 

• The WWW is a medium which is ideally suited to expressing creativity 

• Engage with the networked world by creating culture, both high & low 

• APIs and the Internet of Things show that magic & alchemy are possible
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WARNING: 

THESE MEN ARE ALCHEMISTS @r4isstatic



Thank you.
If you’ve been affected by any of the ideas in today’s 
presentation, please contact: 

@r4isstatic 

r4isstatic@outlook.com 

http://www.r4isstatic.com
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